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Welcome to DELPEX 2025  

John Graper,

 For 2025  our annual DELPEX stamp show  celebrates the 
200th anniversary of the opening of the Erie Canal. Conceived by 
Governor DeWitt Clinton in order to facilitate trade in an era when 
transportation was limited to horse and wagon, it opened a pathway 
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Great Lakes using mule-drawn 
barges. It is 351 miles long, 12 feet deep and 40 feet wide, increased 
from the original 4 foot depth. At the time it was the world’s second 
longest canal and the “nation’s �rst superhighway.” �e termini are 
at the Niagara River near Bu�alo and near Albany on the Hudson 
River. �e tolls charged paid o� the construction cost in the �rst 
year of operation, and it remained competitive with railroads until 
about 1902. Trucking and the St. Lawrence Seaway have reduced its 
use in recent years largely to recreational boating.
 A warm welcome is extended to our previous DELPEX 
visitors and newcomers alike. Enjoy examining the exhibits and 
shopping at our dealers’ tables, but don’t forget to �ll out the ballot 
for your favorite exhibit, as the winner gets a special award. We are 
repeating our “Members’ Showcase” this year, a selection of pages 
showing our club members’ range of interests. �e dealers in our 
bourse area trade in a wide range of philatelic material at very 
attractive prices. In the back of the room, the Postal Service station 
has on hand a full selection of recent issues plus many older issues. 
�e sta� will be happy to service your show covers with a special 
cancel. Prepared souvenir covers are available at a special table,  
both canceled and unserviced. Many philatelic publications are 
available at our lobby reception table as well at no cost.
 Over the years, one of our show’s most popular features has 
been the bid board auction, which closes at 3:30 PM. �e lots are 
displayed all day at the side of the room. Also, don’t forget to sign in 
at the reception desk so we can send an invitation next year. Above 
all, relax, and spend the day involved in your favorite hobby.

               Chairman, DELPEX 2025

DELPEX 2025 Events
Join the Auction Action!

Check Our Twenty-sixth Annual Bid Board.

Saturday, March 29, 2025
10:00  Show Opens
10:30  Judging of Exhibits     
3:30  Exhibits may be removed from frames

3:30  Bid Board Closes. Bidders Pay for Lots

5:00       Show Closes

Awards

       All of the exhibits will be judged independently  according 
to DELPEX exhibition rules. First, Second and �ird Place rib-
bons will be awarded, if merited. �ere will be a “Best in Show” 
award as well. 

Robert & Dorothy Brandeberry Award

       �e exhibit receiving the most ballots cast by the public will be 
awarded the Robert and Dorothy Brandeberry Memorial Award. 
Vote by �lling out the ballot available by the exhibits and place it in the 
box located there.

        �e bid board auction is open to all attendees. Successful bid-
ders must be present or lot will revert to next-highest bidder. A 
15% commission is charged on all lots.

Bid Board
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     �e 2025 DELPEX show cover will be franked with the 

stamp issued in 1967 for the Erie Canal sesquicentennial. �e 

canal was started in 1817, as shown on the stamp, but was not 

completed and opened until 1825. An additional 68¢ is added 

to make upthe current �rst class rate.  �e cachet  includes an 

illustration of one of the canal boats, which carried both goods 

and passengers, and were drawn by mules on a path at the side.    

Prepared and unstamped covers for those who wish to prepare 

their own are available at a table in the hall’s lobby.

     �e personnel at the USPS sub-station at the rear of the hall 

will gladly apply a special show cancel for you.

      Prepared covers are also available by mail from:

Mr.John Howker

513 Ridgeview Dr.

Hockessin, DE 19707

 All mail orders for covers must include a #10 size self-addressed 

envelope and a check or money order in the amount of $2.00 

per cover payable to BVSC.  Please do not mail either cash or 

postage stamps in payment.

DELPEX 2025 Show Cover
The DELPEX Dealers

1 & 2 -   10¢ Ryan
      10¢ Stamps Worldwide 
      24 Iroquois Rd.
      Levittown, PA 19057 
3 - Geezers Tweezers
 Country Collections, U.S.A., FDCs
 1726 Reisterstown Road, #215
 Pikesville, MD 21208            (ad on page 18)
4- Rick’s Stamp Store
               U.S. and Worldwide Stamps and Covers
               46 Timber Lane 
               Milford, DE 19963-5276
               rickstamps.com   Tel. 315-396-6796
5 -  Papandreou Philatelics
 U.S. Revenues, Match & Medicine, Federal State Ducks,
                Fancy Cancels, U.S. Back-of-the-Book 
                plus Better World-wide
                P.O. Box 920
 Mahwah, NJ 07430
 gpapand@aol.com            (ad on page 15) 
6 - Dutch Country Auctions - The Stamp Center
 U.S., Worldwide, Free Evaluations, Consignments Accepted
 4115 Concord Pike
 Wilmington, DE 19803
 www.dutchcountryauctions.com (ad on page 2)
7 - Doug Iams 
 U.S., EFOs, Covers
 402 Foulk Rd. Apt. 4B3
 Wilmington, DE 19803 
8 - Albert’s Stamps
 U.S. Stamps, Classics & Used, Postal Stationery,
               Cards, BOB, Possessions
 P.O. Box 230634
 Brooklyn, NY 11223
9 - R.J. Marolda
 First Day Covers
               142 Regina Avenue
 Trenton, NJ 08619
10 - Eastern Shore Stamp Company 
 Topical! Birds, Butterflies, Marine Life, Animals
 P.O. Box 204
 Middletown, DE 19709 
11 - Robert C. Swed  
 U.S. Postal History and Pre-1900 U.S. Stamps
 1204 Elderon Drive
 Wilmington, DE 19808-1910      (ad on page 14 )
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The DELPEX Dealers

12 - Ward Wilcox
               Worldwide Collections and Box Lots
               98 Kidder St.
               Wilkes Barre, PA 18702
 wardw911@gmail.com
13 -  Matalavage Stamps
              US Stamps, PostalStationery, Canada, 
               US/Worldwide Covers
 1720 Hancock St.
              Wilmington, DE 19806
               matalav@comcast.net
14 - Hugh Clark Rare Stamps
              U.S.A., British, World-Wide 
 1130 Loxford terrace
              Silver Spring, MD 20901
               matalav@comcast.net
15 - L & R Stamps
 Canada, U.S. and Worldwide
 7 Lynda Drive
 Denver, PA 17517    (ad on page 8)
16 - Bob Heaton
 U.S., Revenues
 19 East Turnbull Avenue
 Havertown, PA 19083-2416
17 - Brocade stamps
              U.S.A., World-Wide, MNH Stamps and Covers
 1819 Potter Ave.
              Lancaster, PA 17602
               tonyc@comcast.net
18 - Kevin Custis
 P.O. Box76
 Belle Mead, NJ o8502
                myphilatelics@gmail.com
19 - Robert J. Loller
 United States Used Stamps
 619 Biddle St.
 Chesapeake City, MD 21915
20 - David Lengyel
 P.O. Box 302
 Follansbee, WV 26037
21 - K2 Collectibles  (located in truck outside show entrance)
 30 Blackwood St.
 Berkeley Springs, WV 25411
 K2Collectiblestamps.com
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Exhibit Judge

Tom Pesikey:  Born and raised in Memphis, TN, Tom 
holds degrees from both Penn State and Memphis 
State Universities. After serving in the U.S. Air Force, 
Tom was employed for ten years at Boeing Vertol and 
twenty-two at ICI/Astra-Zeneca. He’s married, with 
five children.
     His collecting interests include mint and used 
United States stamps, mint Bermuda and automobile 
topicals. Some of his other interests are his church 
choir, classic sports cars, pistol and & target shooting 
and also those Disney comics which have been illus-
trated by Carl Barks.

L & R Stamps
Canada, U.S.A.

& Worldwide Stamps

Philatelic Supplies

7 Lynda Drive

Denver, PA 17517

Tel. 717-560-6278



   

1 - 5 The Prominent Americans Series

 A series of de�nitive stamps depicting well-known persons from                     

                 all walks of life including many varieties due to the introduc  

 tion of automation and improvements in postal handling.

                 John Graper, WilminGton, De (BVSC)

6 Switzerland-Red Cross Postage Exemption (1870-1910) 

 & Red Cross Franchise Stamps (1911-1945)

 During the Franco-Prussian War, Switzerland granted 

 postage exemption to the Relief Society for Swiss Soldiers 

 (Red Cross Organization.) 
e exhibit explains the use of seals  

 to identify the  exemption. Franchise stamps for various 

 organizations were introduced in 1911.

                 Karl autenrieth, hoCKeSSin, De (BVSC)  

7 - 8 Canada’s First Three Definitive Stamp Series of the  

  Queen Ezizabeth II Era, 1952 - 1956 

 
e Karsh, Wilding and Cameo series not only ushered in a   

 new reign but also began the introduction of automation of mail

 handling and the experimentation to determine its most 

 practical application.

 anonymouS (non-competitive)

9 - 13 U.S. Space-Related Issues of the Twentieth Century

 
e United States postage issues related to space exploration   

 from 1948 through 2000.  (non-competitive)

                  anonymouS
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Exhibits

Frame No.                Title 

 Karl Autenrieth                Greg Ajamian                 Bud Barker 
  Chuck Buboltz                 Rich Carter                    Kevin Dawson                                
   Fred Ferst                        John Graper                    John Howker                          
   Stan Jones                       Je	 Neville                       Bob Rufe   
       Ron Majors                    

888 
BVSC Members’  Showcase Exhibitors

All exhibits are non-competitive
due to limited number of contributors
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The DELPEX 2025 Committee

GENERAL CHAIRMAN                                                   JOHN GRAPER

TREASURER            JOHN HOWKER

BOURSE         BILL MATALAVAGE

BID BOARD AUCTION                                   BOB RUFE

CANCEL & CACHET DESIGN                                        JOHN GRAPER  

SHOW COVER SALES     BILL MATALAVAGE

JUDGES                       BOB RUFE

PUBLICITY                   BOB RUFE,  JOHN GRAPER

AWARDS & EXHIBITS                 KARL AUTENRIETH

MEMBERS’ SHOWCASE                                                 GREG AJAMIAN

PUBLICATIONS               JOHN GRAPER

FRAMES                                                                                  TOM PESIKEY

USPS LIAISON                              RENEE MONEY

VENUE LIAISON & SIGNS       BOB SWED

SET-UP & BREAK-DOWN      FULL COMMITTEE & VOLUNTEERS

RECEPTION TABLES                                     RICH & JOAN CARTER, 

                       KEVIN DAWSON, CHUCK BUBOLTZ, CHRIS BARON, 

                              RON MAJORS & OTHER VOLUNTEERS.

     �e Committee wishes to express its appreciation to 

e Summit Retirement Community, which has made 
its facility available to the Brandywine Valley Stamp 
Club and the DELPEX committee for their meetings.
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�e Erie Canal
 �e Erie Canal is a historic canal in upstate New 
York which runs east to west between the Hudson River and 
Lake Erie. Proposed �rst in the 1780s, construction was not 
authorized until 1817 and it was completed in 1825. �is was 
the �rst navigable waterway between the Atlantic Ocean 
and the Great Lakes, vastly reducing costs of transportation 
of people and goods across the Appalachians. It greatly 
accelerated the settlement of the Great Lakes region, the 
economy of New York state and the westward expansion of 
the United States as a nation. It has been called “�e Nation’s 
First Superhighway,” as no comparable long distance route 
previously existed for wheeled vehicles or boats. Before 
railroads, water transport was the most cost-e�ective way to 
ship goods. A mule could only carry about 250 pounds, but 
that same mule could pull a barge loaded with up to 60,000 
pounds of goods, a 95% reduction in transportation costs.
 Opponents of its main supporter, Governor DeWitt 
Clinton denigrated the canal as “Clinton’s Folly” and 
“Clinton’s Big Ditch.” �e expense would be very costly 
even today, and President �omas Je�erson called it “little 
short of madness”, however the income from tolls more than 
covered the cost of its construction by the end of its �rst year 
of operation. �e westward route gave New York City a great 
economic advantage over other East Coast ports, as well as the 
other cities on the route, Albany, Utica, Syracuse, Rochester 
and Bu�alo.
 �e canal was the major engineering achievement of 
the period, and originally was 40 feet wide, 4 feet deep and 
363 miles long. �e mode of travel was in mule-drawn barges. 
From 1905 to 1918, major changes in the canal were made 
and much of the original route was abandoned. Its current 
dimensions are 120 feet wide, 12 feet in depth and 351 miles 
long. �ere are 34 locks on the canal, plus two more to reach 
Lake Erie or at Troy on the Hudson River.

 �e peak year of use was 1855, when over 33,000 
transits took place. �e canal was competitive with railroads 
until about 1902, but commercial tra�c su�ered greatly in 
the latter half of the 20th century due to the rise of long-
distance trucking and the opening in 1959 of the St. Lawrence 
Seaway, which o�ered seagoing ships direct access to the Great 
Lakes via the St. Lawrence River. �e last regularly scheduled 
commercial service on the canal was in 1994, and today the 
major use is recreational boating. Sight-seeing tours on the 
canal are o�ered by a number of companies. �e Erie Canal 
connects three other canals and is a tourist attraction in its 
own right, with several parks and museums dedicated to its 
history. A popular bicycling path follows the course of the 
canal across the state today.

Route of the Erie Canal

Canal, Towpath, Mules Hauling Barge & Bridge
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Buying U.S. and Foreign Stamp Collections

Robert C. Swed
Member:  APS - UPSS - AFDCS - BIA

Expert Appraisals for Banks - Estates

Insurance Companies

Stamp Investment & Auction Counsel

Tel. 302-994-6086

or write:

1204 Elderon Dr., Wilmington, Delaware 19808

 Recent United States stamps and philatelic 
material are on sale at the USPS substation at the show. 
Your stamped covers can be serviced with the special 
show cancellation at this counter.

Talleyville
 �e Talleyville Postal Store, in the Talleyville 

Post O�ce at 3911 Concord Pike, operates from 7:30 
AM to 6:00 PM weekdays and 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM 
Saturday. 
 �e convenient hours and self-service display 
area make this the perfect spot for  browsers.

United States Postal Service

DELPEX Sub-station
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Delaware Postal History 

Robert C. Swed

 In 1683, William Penn authorized the establishment of 
a weekly post to New Castle, Delaware.  New Castle remained 
the only post town within what are now the boundaries of the 
state of Delaware until 1775. As late as 1790, there were only 
three post o�ces in Delaware: Wilmington, Dover and Duck 
Creek (now Smyrna). By 1798 the number of o�ces had grown 
to twelve.
 While Delaware became a state on December 7, 1787, 
the statehood postal system o�cially started on September 2, 
1788. Before this date, the British postal system was still largely 
in use.
 �e Delaware population expanded from 59,000 in 1790 
to 73,000 in 1820, but the number of towns with post o�ces 
increased at an even greater rate, from the �rst three formed in 
1788 to twenty-six by 1820. In 1850 there were 72 towns with 
post o�ces. In all, 268 di�erent town or location-named post 
o�ces have existed. �e maximum number in existence at any 
one point in time was about 200, due to closed and combined 
post o�ces. Today only about 65 towns in Delaware have town-
named post o�ces, and that number is likely to decrease in 
the future.
 �e study of Delaware stampless cover cancellations 
as well as stamp usages until about 1920 are subjects which 
continue to be examined by a few Delaware postal history 
collectors. New cancellations continue to be discovered, as well 
as earlier dates of �rst known use, di�erently colored cancels 
and interesting historical information.
 If you have a collection of Delaware postal history covers, 
or are interested in this subject, you should consider joining 
the Delaware Postal History Society. One of the projects now 
in progress is a census of all known stampless covers from 
Delaware. For further information, write to Bob Swed at 1204 
Elderon Drive, Wilmington, DE 19808, or call (302) 994-6086.
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100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823 

Phone 814-933-3803 

Email: membership@stamps.org

Let’s build a stronger 
hobby together

Benefits of membership include:

• Monthly The American Philatelist 

  Articles covering all aspects of the hobby,  

available print and digital

• Buy and sell with confidence 

 www.StampStore.org and Circuit Mail Sales 

  Thousands of items available online and via circuits 

program, with new items added every business day

• Authoritative expertizing service

  Offering guaranteed opinions on the genuineness 

of philatelic material

• News and education —  www.stamps.org

  Collecting news, philatelic updates, videos, and 

learning opportunities, and a weekly e-newsletter

• American Philatelic Research Library 

  Nearly four miles of material and an extensive, 

freely-available digitized collection, APRL Digital

• StampEd  —   www.stamped.pub

  A free digital magazine for the new generation  

of stamp collectors. 

stamps.org/join

JOIN T
H

E

American Philatelic Society

DIGITAL  
MEMBERSHIP

$35

/Y
E

A
R



~18~

GEEZERS TWEEZERS

STAMP STORE 

Dr. Phil Sager

1726 Reisterstown Rd.

Suite 215

Pikesville, Maryland

21208

410-580-1607

Baltimore’s

Only Philatelic Center

Store Hours

Tuesday - Wednesday - Thursday

11 AM - 5 PM

“We buy and sell stamps

And coins every day”

We have a large worldwide inventory at the store 

that we are unable to take to shows

 
Life Member APS, AFDCS,

American Stamp Dealers Association

Member American Topical Association

and many other philatelic organizations

Free appraisals at the store

Visit us at DELPEX Table #3

Dr. Phil Sager
Owner
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	e Brandywine Valley Stamp Club
A.P.S. Chapter 268 - A.T.A.Chapter 133

invites you to get more fun from philately.

 

 

    Formed by the merger of the former DuPont and 
Wilmington Stamp Clubs, the Brandywine Valley 
Stamp Club o�ers interesting programs on all as-
pects of philately for the novice and long-time col-
lector alike, as well as the opportunity to meet with 
others with similar interests.
     Our meetings are at �e Summit Retirement at 
5850 Limestone Rd., Hockessin, DE 19707 at 7:00 
PM on the second Wednesday of each month. �e 
annual dues are $15.00 or $35.00 for 3 years. For 
a free copy of the club’s award-winning monthly 
newsletter, �e First State Philatelist, send your 
name and address to:    

Secretary, BVSC,
602 Garden Gate Dr.,

Middletown, DE 19709 

For more information about the club and directions to 
our meeting place, vist our web site at: 
www.brandywinevalleystampclub.com
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Please Visit Us at Table 14


